
Artist

Date

Collection

Certificate

Asset code

Version

Published

AQC0383

Nanopublication — Cubist Exploration in Dialogue with Masters
by Arnaud Quercy · The guitar, Inspiration · 2022

Claim 1: Cubist Exploration in Dialogue with

Masters

I created this drawing to explore cubist representation within

the [1] long tradition of guitar deconstruction established by

Picasso [4] and Braque [5]. The work employs simultaneous

viewpoints,  flattened  space,  and  geometric  fragmentation—

the guitar's body seen from multiple angles at once, its curves

broken into overlapping planes. Through pencil's tonal range, I

investigated how volume can emerge even within spatial com‐
pression.

CONTEXT

The cubist deconstruction of the guitar holds particular significance

in art  history—Picasso's  1912 *Guitar* construction and Braque's

papiers  collés  established  the  instrument  as  a  privileged  site  for

investigating  simultaneous  viewpoints  and  spatial  fragmentation.

This  drawing engages  that  lineage while  working through pencil's

specific affordances: tonal gradation, line weight variation, the ability

to overlay and erase.

The  composition  fractures  the  guitar  into  overlapping  geometric

planes—body,  neck,  soundhole,  and  strings  exist  simultaneously

from multiple viewing angles. The fretboard appears both frontally

and in  perspective;  circular  voids  float  free  from their  anatomical

positions. Shading creates localized volumes within flattened spatial

relationships. This is not illustration but spatial investigation: testing

how a recognizable form can be dismantled and reassembled within

the picture plane while maintaining its conceptual identity as "gui‐
tar."

The work belongs to Mediterranean Echoes [2], a collection drawing

from cultural  memory and symbolic forms. Here,  the guitar func‐
tions less as musical instrument than as inherited geometric problem

—a sculptural vocabulary passed down through modernist tradition.
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