
Artist

Date

Collection

Certificate

Asset code

Version

Generated

AQC0485

Nanopublication — Sculptural Integration of Alchemical Symbolism
by Arnaud Quercy · The alchemist · 2023

COMPOSITIONAL INTENTION FIRST PERSON ARTIST

STATEMENT SYMBOLIC COMPOSITION HIGH

Sculptural Integration of Alchemical Symbolism

I  embody  the  [1]  four  classical  elements  through  distinct

geometric forms mounted on metal rods—cube (earth),  two

spheres (water/air),  and star  (fire)—radiating from a central

hooded figure whose complex facial treatment represents the

alchemist's mind interrogating the impossible.

CONTEXT

The sculpture translates classical alchemical symbolism into three-

dimensional form through a carefully orchestrated composition. The

four elements—fundamental to alchemical cosmology—manifest as

distinct  geometric  solids,  each  suspended  on  its  own  metal  rod

radiating from the central figure. The cube represents earth (solid,

stable,  material);  the  two  spheres  embody  air  and  water  (fluid,

transformative states); and the star symbolizes fire (radiant, energetic

principle).

The hooded figure at the center serves as both anchor and protagonist

—the alchemist  as seeker.  Rather than a smooth,  idealized face,  I

developed  a  complex,  faceted  surface  treatment  for  the  head  that

suggests  a  mind  in  active  interrogation,  grappling  with  questions

rather than possessing answers. This formal complexity mirrors the

alchemist's  traditional  role:  not  master  of  elements,  but  perpetual

student of transformation, forever pursuing the impossible transmuta‐
tion.

The armature structure creates a dynamic spatial relationship where

the  elements  orbit  the  figure  without  touching  it,  suggesting  both

connection and separation—the alchemist contemplates these forces

but cannot fully possess them. This compositional choice reflects the

central  tension in alchemical  practice:  the pursuit  of  mastery over

nature that remains perpetually just beyond reach.

Within  the  "Spells  and  Magic"  collection,  this  piece  operates

alongside  works  like  Grimoire  (2024),  which  similarly  engages

themes  of  forbidden  or  unattainable  knowledge.  Where  Grimoire

addresses the allure of  esoteric  texts,  The alchemist  embodies the

figure who seeks to read nature's deeper grammar through elemental

symbols.
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