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CLAIM 2: APOLLO AND ARTEMIS AS TWIN MATERIAL
PRESENCE AGAINST THE APEIRON

I place Apollo [1] and Artemis together on the
[5] right half of the composition, jointly

carried by three geometric forms in low re-

lief, while the 1left half opens onto the
apeiron — Anaximander's unbounded and inde-
terminate ground from which all definite

things arise.

CONTEXT

The twin deities are not staged here as oppos-
They
share one side. Together they stand for formed

ing forces across the vertical axis.

being — the determined, the bounded, the vis-
ible. The three geometric elements on the
right — semi-circle, circle, triangle — func-

tion as a single triad of presence, holding
Apollo and Artemis jointly rather than divid-
ing the composition between them. Their kin-
ship as siblings born of Leto is preserved in
this co-presence: two modes of definite form,

neither cancelling the other.

The 1left half is not empty in any negative
sense. It carries its own positive content as
the apeiron, the pre-Socratic ground theorized
by Anaximander as the unbounded and indeterm-
inate source from which all bounded things
come into being. The vertical axis no longer

stages a duality between two deities; it
stages a deeper relation — between form and
its origin, between the definite and the in-

definite ground that precedes it. The painting

becomes a meditation on emergence: how shapes,

persons, and gods arise from what has no

shape.

The multi-layered surface lets this philosoph-
ical structure exist as spatial fact before
any mythological reading. A viewer encounters
division, and raised

geometry, an open field,

forms casting their own shadows. The pre-So-
cratic frame becomes available to those who
carry it; those who do not still meet the work
on its formal terms. The vertical axis remains
the operative device — but what it divides is
no longer two siblings. It is being and its

source.
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