Multimodal Institute

AQC0689

multimodal.institute

Nanopublication — Structural Translation of Bach's Violin Concerto No. 1 in A

Minor (BWYV 1041), Bars 1-12

by Arnaud Quercy - A minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 2 - 2024

Claim 2: Structural Translation of Bach's Violin
Concerto No. 1 in A Minor (BWYV 1041), Bars 1-12

I translate the opening twelve bars of Bach [2]'s Violin
Concerto No. 1 in A minor [1] (BWYV 1041) into simultaneous
spatial contrast — rhythmic density rendered as compressed
geometric layering, rhythmic openness as expansive color
field. The composition does not narrate the passage sequen-
tially but holds its contrasting states of tension and release as
coexisting zones on the canvas.

CONTEXT

The first movement of BWV 1041 (Allegro moderato, J = 90) opens
with the violin introducing the main motive in eighth notes, shortly
building ascending tension as rhythmic density increases through
sixteenth-note passages. This buildup reaches a high C played by the
violin at the crossover of bars 10 into 11, after which the pressure
releases back to eighth notes, save for a trailing tail of sixteenths
carried by the altos.

In the painting, the dense cluster of dark brown-black angular
geometric forms — stacked, overlapping, interlocking — with red,
pink, and yellow accents compressed within, corresponds to the
sixteenth-note buildup and its ascending tension. The expansive red
field that opens around and away from this mass corresponds to the

The smaller dark and pink geometric fragments trailing below and
around the main dense mass evoke the residual sixteenth-note
figures in the altos — not fully resolved into the open field, carrying
the last traces of rhythmic density after the main release.
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